
 
 

NDFMGA Annual Business Meeting 
April 12th, 2013, Bismarck, ND 

 
Introduction – Holly Mawby, director, welcomed the group to the meeting and explained the voting process, only 
current NDFMGA members can vote for new term of board members or on motions.  The NDFMGA membership 
guidelines were read.  Those that currently were not members were not allowed to vote, but anyone wishing to become 
a member, was allowed to sign up at the meeting and pay their dues to be eligible to vote. 
 
Call to order – President, Marvin Baker 
 
Roll Call –  Member markets were called out, with vendors and members of the market standing when called. 

Individual members not associated by market were called by name (Crystal Grenier).  An explanation of how 
to become a member at this time with voting rights and privileges of the NDFMGA followed (Holly Mawby). 

 
Approval of Agenda – presented by:  Marvin Baker 
 

MOTION:  Lori Martin moved to accept the Agenda, Motion seconded by Dwight 

Duke - Motion passed 
 
President’s Report – The NDFMGA continues to move forward with growing numbers. Younger populations are 
interested in becoming farmers and joining farmers markets.  More communities are becoming involved creating more 
energy and creating a bigger entity.  The association continues to move forward at a steady climbing pace. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – The annual report and audit reports were handed out to all members. Presented by: Ilene Baker, 
Holly Mawby 
 

MOTION:  Pam Anderson moved to accept the Treasurers report, Motion seconded 

by Dwight Duke - Motion passed 
 
Previous Meeting Minutes - Two corrections were noted in reference to dates and changes were subsequently made to 
those meeting minutes. 
 

MOTION:  Ilene Baker moved to accept previous Meeting Minutes with changes, 

Motion seconded by Karen Gehrig- Motion passed 
 
Old Business: 
Membership policy and the advantages of being a NDFMGA member were discussed.  A new fee schedule for 
membership dues was presented. Membership fees will go up beginning in 2013.  
 
Last year’s grant programs were summarized (Green & Growing – 11 schools; New Vendor – 27 successful applicants; 
Market Manager Training Course – 19 completions).   
 
Reminders about Directory forms for NDDA, social media and web site addresses for the NDFMGA page, photos and 
events for the NDFMGA web page, newsletter submissions, and recipe book were presented.  A discussion addressing 
Pam Anderson’s hard work put into this cookbook, and importance of needing more entries to finalize the project was 
held.  Holly Mawby mentioned the future sale of the Oakes location of the Lincoln Oaks Nursery that will happen in 



2014.  This would be a good location for a producer or nursery person beginning or expanding in the business.  A request 
was made to pass this information along to others who may be interested.  

 
New Business: 
Election of Board Members – an explanation of voting method and legal voters was presented.  There was an 
introduction of the board members whose terms are expiring in 2013; Roberta Thorson – SW; Marvin Baker – NW; 
Randy Mehlhoff – NE; Karen Gehrig  - SE. 
 
The meeting participants (who are current members) were divided into regional groups.  No new write-ins nominations 
were offered and outgoing officers wanted to remain in current board seats for another term so their names were the 
only names on the ballot.  The members each voted for a representative from each of the regions and votes were 
counted to ensure no write in nominations were cast.  The new (old) board members were introduced and 
acknowledged to the whole group.   
 
Volunteers were sought to audit the Association’s account at the end of 2013.  Roberta Thorson and Karen Gehrig were 
appointed to audit the account.   
 
Previous advertising (commercials and billboards) have been funded for the 2013 season.  These cable television 
commercials and billboards will be geared toward consumers, hoping to drive shoppers to their local farmers markets 
and they will help to brand the NDFMGA logo and create recognition. 
 
Grant programs for 2013 were introduced.  A large donation was received by the NDFMGA that will fund the grant 
programs of the association for the next three years.  The amounts will be determined by the board at their evening 
meeting.  The types of grants are:  Mini-market grant; market manager training grant; Green and Growing school grant; 
and the new vendor grant.  The grants with required details will be posted on the website, and sent through email.      

 
Adjourn the meeting 
 

MOTION:  Ilene Baker moved to adjourn the meeting, Motion seconded by Hero 

Barth - Motion passed 
 
 


