
 

 

 
 

NDFMGA Annual Business Meeting, Friday, February 1st, 2019, Mandan, ND 
Call to order – President Hero Barth  

Roll Call – Member markets will be called out, vendors and members of the market called will stand. Individual members 
not associated by market will be called by name. An explanation of how to become a member at this time 
with voting rights and privileges of the NDFMGA will follow.  – Holly Mawby 

Approval of Agenda – or additions – Hero Barth called for changes or additions to the agenda.   There were none. 
Motion: Daniel Rugroden motioned to approve the agenda as presented 
Second: Mike Pretzer  
Motion passed.  

President’s Report – Hero Barth reported that it had been a good year for the Association and that he had given a pretty 
thorough update at the conference welcome the day prior so no new things were needed to be added. 

Treasurer’s Report – Annual report for the NDFMGA– Mike Pretzer presented the NDFMGA financials that were handed 
out to all members prior to the meeting.  There were no questions regarding the financial report. 

Motion: Bonnie Munsch motioned to approve the financial report for 2018 
       Second: Mary Podoll  
       Motion passed 

Previous Meeting Minutes – Minutes from 2018 annual meeting –Hero Barth noted that the minutes from the 2018 
annual meeting were handed out in the participants registration packets. He then asked for any changes or edits. 
        Motion: Mike Pretzer motioned to approve the minutes from the 2018 Annual Member Meeting 
        Second: Peggy Walter 
        Motion passed 

Old Business: 

1. Summary review of last year’s grants - Holly Mawby - New Vendor grants in 2018, 29 for $300 each, 9 that 
do not have paperwork in yet Market grants in 2018, 24 for $500 each, 10 that do not have paperwork in yet 
Chuck Fleming Memorial School Garden Grants – 2 for $500 each to Watford City and Edgeley  

2. Summary of last year’s educational activities – Holly Mawby – conference, $3,700 for newsletter 
3. Summary of last year’s marketing/advertising – Holly Mawby – $10.930 total,  RRFN = $5,640, ND 

Living = $2,235, Prairie Public = $2,756, website = $300 
New Business: 

Election of Board Members:  Hero Barth/Holly Mawby 

 Board member terms expiring 2019  

• One SW Representative position currently held by Roberta Thorson 

• One NW Representative position currently held by Stephanie Blumhagen 

• One NE Representative position currently held by Janel Anderson  
• One SE Representative position currently held by Daniel Rugroden 

 

Nominations for board members were opened and collected by region. Nominees introduced themselves to the whole 
group.  All members present were provided with a voting ballot and encouraged to cast their ballot by adding them to 
the voting boxes on the registration table of the conference.  Ballots were counted and newly elected board members 



 

 

were announced on Saturday during lunch.   

 
1.) Appointment of Audit Committee: Diane Schmidt and Lyndsay Ostlie volunteered to audit the NDFMGA books in 

2020. 
2.) Market bags provided by Path Inc. – Holly Mawby explained that the NDFMGA had received an offer by PATH inc. 

to provide reusable bags to markets within the NDFMGA membership in the coming market season.  Although 
PATH Inc. had a list of markets they would like to target, they are open to providing bags to other markets in ND.  
They are also interested in having an informational booth at designated markets.  Holly Mawby announced the 
list of markets PATH Inc. would like to target and asked that interested markets, those on and not on the list, 
contact her so she can pass along the information to PATH.  Member Lori Martin asked what PATH Inc. is or 
does.  Member Danielle Mickelson explained they were a foster or temporary child placement company that 
worked with social services to foster or temporarily place children with special needs.  Danielle also indicated 
that due to some issues within their community with regards to families involved with PATH Inc. placements, the 
Rolla market would not be taking bags.  No other markets stepped forward at the meeting to receive the bags. 

3.) Member discussion on future Association activities – Hero Barth asked members present to identify what 
services and activities the NDFMGA had done that were beneficial and which ones should be continued in the 
future.  This is the portion of the annual member meeting where members have the opportunity to voice ideas, 
opinions, thoughts, and kudos. 

a. North Dakota Living and Red River Farm Network spots – it was the consensus of the members present 
that the North Dakota Living advertisements should be discontinued as they only reach rural areas and 
are not read or received by anyone in a city/town but that the Red River Farm Network spots should be 
continued.   The members were not clear on their desire for Red River Farm Network spots so a show of 
hands was called with the majority in favor of continuing the radio spots on the RRFN and their affiliates. 
Members also indicated that instead of advertisements in ND Living that they would like to see press 
releases or stories sent out to other magazines with readers that would be consumers or agricultural 
interest groups and newspapers.  The board will discuss this option at its annual board meeting following 
the conference. 

b. Prairie Public spots – it was the consensus of members present that educational sponsorships on Prairie 
Public radio and television should be continued. 

c. Billboards done in the past – it was the consensus of the members present that the billboards should not 
be purchased in 2019. 

d. Grants – it was the consensus of the members present that mini grant and new vendor grant activities 
were beneficial and should be continued. 

e. Roll in legislative activities – members were reminded that at previous meetings the membership had 
agreed that the role of the NDFMGA on legislative issues was NOT to lobby, propose legislation, or be 
overtly active in legislative activities but rather to inform its members of issues that may relate to them 
and to provide testimony as requested or required.  The members were asked if they still felt this was an 
appropriate role for the association and consensus showed it is.  Members suggested keeping them 
more informed about legislative issues that could affect them.  Holly Mawby reminded the membership 
that the newsletter, a perfect way to communicate with the members, is sent out quarterly which falls 
before the session begins and after the session is over, making either an additional newsletter or another 
way of communicating with members necessary.  Members suggested using the website during 
legislative years to have an updated source of news relating to issues of concern and having an ‘opt in’ 
email list through MailChimp or other application for additional updates.  

f. Newsletter – members noted that they appreciated the paper newsletter but also indicated a desire for 
an online version.  Holly Mawby will ensure newsletters get posted to the NDFMGA website for online 
viewing and that the paper newsletter will alert members to this option.  

g. Other educational or assistive activities – Members asked if there was a way for the association to assist 
markets in accepting SNAP funding.  Karen Ehrens was in attendance and explained that funds were 
available to purchase SNAP equipment but that ongoing monthly fees and paperwork (approximately 
$56 per month) were required if the market accepted credit or debit cards in addition to SNAP and those 



 

 

were the responsibility of the market or individual accepting them.  Member Lori Martin explained how 
Bismarket uses the SNAP equipment and adds to the value by providing ‘Beet Bucks’ to shoppers.  The 
NDFMGA board will investigate the possibility of assisting in some way with accepting SNAP benefits at 
markets.  

 

Adjourn 

 Motion: Bonnie Munsch moved to adjourn the meeting 

 Second: Daniel Rugroden 

 Motion passed 


