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Dakota College at Bottineau 
(DCB) has teamed up with Engage 
to Inspire Marketing to develop 
a Farmers Market Mini Marketing 
Toolkit including  simple best practices 
and resources for reaching your 
farmers market customers through 
social media, news releases and 
posters/signs. 

With winter weather eating half our 
marketing season, it is important 
to keep in touch with customers 
and continue to raise awareness of 
availability of local foods from farms.

Results of a survey conducted in 
2019 revealed the majority of ND 
farmers market customers learn about 
a farmers markets through three 
marketing avenues:

• Word of mouth
• Signage
• Social media

Summers leave very little time for 
marketing strategy so the DCB created 
a Farmers Market Mini Marketing 
Toolkit with recommendations, 
instructions and templates to raise 
market awareness.

Do you need help  
Marketing your market?

The Toolkit includes:
FARMERS MARKET BEST  
PRACTICES FOR SOCIAL MEDIA 
Exploring the use of social media 
platforms with best practices for 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

FARMER’S MARKET SOCIAL  
MEDIA RECOMMENDATIONS  
 Complied and update to date list of 
resources and general information in 
utilizing social media in marketing. 

FARMER’S MARKET NEWS RELEASE 
AND PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS  
FOR POSTER AND YARD SIGN 
Instructions for press releases, poster 
ordering and sign ordering.  

POSTERS AND SIGN TEMPLATES 
INCLUDING NDFMGA LOGO  
Includes PDF templates in fill-in and 
“write-in” formats that can be utilized 
to increase customer awareness of 
your framers market. Includes posters 
for market that list where and when 
and directional and parking signs. 

POSTER AND SIGN TEMPLATES 
NO LOGO 
Includes PDF templates in fill-in and 
“write-in” formats that can be utilized 
to increase customer awareness of 
your farmers market.

Includes posters for market that list 
where and when and directional and 
parking signs. 

POSTER TEMPLATES  
INCLUDING YOUR LOGO 
Includes PDF templates in fill-in and 
“write-in” formats that can be utilized 
to increase customer awareness of 
your farmers market. These templates 
have the personalization option to add 
your farmers market’s logo.

All these resources can be accessed 
by contacting Amy Koehler at amy.
koehler@dakotacollege.edu or 701-
228-5605
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2018-20 President and  
Southeast Representative  
Ross Lockhart 
PO Box 191, Grandin, ND 58038 

Vice President 2019-2021 and  
Northwest Representative 
Marv Baker 
PO Box 164, Carpio ND 58725 
701-720-2635  
mbaker@northstarorganic.com

2018-20 Treasurer Mike Pretzer 
10930 33 St. SW, Dickinson, ND 58601 
701-681-1306 or 701-681-1310 
pastormikepretzer@gmail.com

2017-19 Southeast Representative 
Joe Sutherland 
3836 Hwy. 3, Dawson, ND 58428 
701-327-8134 
dawsonfaithfarms@yahoo.com

Contact your North Dakota Farmers Market and Growers 
Association with questions and/or comments

Board of Directors
Southwest Representative 
Vanessa Masseth 
2695 28th St., Mandan, ND 58554 
701-226-4809 
vmasseth@yahool.com

2017-19 Southwest Representative 
Roberta Thorson 
701-220-5665 
thobek@bektel.com

2017-19 Northeast Representative  
Janel Anderson 
701-246-3277 or 701-871-2291 
janela@utma.com

2018-20 Northeast Representative 
Danielle Mickelson 
9871 Hwy 30, Rolla, ND 
danielle.mickelson@gmail.com

2018-20 Northwest Representative  
Peggy Walter 
511 Ramstad Ave., Minot, ND 58701 
701-240-7026 
humanbean@srt.com

2018-20 At Large Representative 
Bonnie Munsch 
3229 123rd ave NW., Bismarck ND 58503 
701-202-1181 
farmerbon1234@gmail.com

Executive Director Holly Rose Mawby 
Dakota College at Bottineau 
105 Simrall Bld., Bottineau, ND 58318 
701-681-0252 
hollyrose.mawby@dakotacollege.edu

Advisory Member Jamie Good  
ND Department of Agriculture 
jgood@nd.gov

As concerns about the spread of 
COVID-19 grow, farmers market 
operators are wondering how best to 
respond. Markets are grappling with 
their role as public gatherings that are 
vital to food access for consumers and 
the livelihoods of farmers.

In response, market operators 
are developing communications, 
preparing contingency plans, and in 
some regions, beginning to modify 
operations and considering closures. 
To offer a point of reference for 
our members, we have compiled 
information and advice from farmers 
markets, state associations, health 
departments and the Centers for 
Disease Control. Given the hyper-
local nature of farmers markets, the 
needs of one community may be 

vastly different from that of another. 
We recommend keeping up to date 
on your community’s status through 
your local public health departments. 
The actions that you take should be 
predicated on the situation locally.

The Farmers Market Coalition staff 
have collected quotes, pictures, 
links, and best practices from market 
organizations around the country and 
how they are mitigating exposure 
while still providing healthy food to 
residents. Visit our Daily Updates and 
Announcements page for up to date 
responses from state ag departments 
and news. 

WEBINAR: Farmers Markets Physical 
Redesign for COVID-19 Mitigation can 
be found here: https://bit.ly/3i7NXgb 

Farmers markets respond to COVID-19 

Best practices, examples, 
and resources now online

Share the impact 
of COVID-19
Farmers Market Coalition Survey: 
Economic Impact of COVID-19 on 
Farmers Markets (Summer 2020)

You can help other markets by 
completing this Farmers Market 
Coalition survey. This survey is for 
market organizations that were 
operating farmers markets anytime 
during 2020. 

The purpose is to share the eco-
nomic impact of COVID-19 on 
markets with FMC and with market 
stakeholders. No individual data 
will be shared by FMC; only state or 
multi-state data that does not iden-
tify any individual market organiza-
tion will be made public. 

Please send any questions about 
the survey to FMC via this form: 
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/
joinus/contact-us/
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Mini and COVID  
grant reports  
due in November
Vendors and markets receiving grants 
from the NDFMGA must submit grants 
and supporting materials in November.

Deadline for new vendor funds and 
marketing grant reports are due 
Monday, Nov. 30.

Any unused funds must be returned at 
this time, or documented with receipts, 
photos, newspaper clippings, etc. Mini-
grant requirements include the use of 
the NDFMGA logo and/or tag line on all 
printed materials and advertising.

If you have questions or need 
some assistance in reporting your 
expenditures, please contact Holly 
Mawby at 701-681-0252 hollyrose.
mawby@dakotacollege.edu.

Farmers are all too aware of the 
changing seasons and it’s time to 
button up for a North Dakota winter. 
With a beautiful extended fall, what 
can we expect from the winter? 
Well... now might be a good time 
to consider high tunnels and other 
season extension methods.

In September, NASA and NOAA 
announced the beginning of Solar 
Cycle 25. That means that our sun has 
passed from one of its 11-year activity 
cycles to another.

Our state experienced a warm 
beginning to spring, followed by a 
harsh frost in most areas, followed 
by a summer of very little rain – or in 
some areas, deluge and hail. Crops 
were damaged. Crops that normally 
produce abundantly stalled and 
died on the vine. Coupled with the 
pandemic, this has been a challenging 
summer for farmers.

According to the Old Farmer’s 

Almanac, Solar cycles typically occur 
in 11-year periods (but can range from 
eight to 14 years). In a solar cycle, 
there is a “minimum” when the Sun is 
least active and a “maximum” when 
the Sun is the most active. 

Solar Cycle 24 was the weakest cycle 
in 100 years. In its 11 years sunspots 
fell to the lowest number. Even at its 
peak, sun spots were well below the 
average. What does this mean for our 
weather patterns?

Quiet-to-average solar cycles indicate 
a cooling pattern. While it may take 
some time to notice this pattern, the 
average temperature on Earth is offset 
by the rise in overall temperature 
caused by greenhouse gases.

Solar cycles are the normal ebb and 
flow of the sun, however if solar 
minimums continue, it could mean 
cooler weather. That would make 
season extension practices something 
to consider in the Northern Plains.

On a positive note, Solar Cycle 25 
makes for an excellent chance of 
brighter Northern Lights. So continue 
to look up farmers, 2020 is nearly 
behind us.

Solar cycle 25 has begunSolar cycle 25 has begun

Still some time to apply for Seed Money
The upcoming SeedMoney Challenge (November 15 to December 15) will 
be our most generous yet with over $55,000 worth of grants available. Seed 
money is availabel to nonprofits and schools to start and sustain food garden 
projects. Don't miss this once-a-year opportunity to support local food in 
your community.

 Apply at https://bit.ly/2HvzUEp or watch a promo video here: https://youtu.
be/xMdRQ67tHRg.
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North Dakota Farmer Market  
and Growers Association 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Then Seed Saving 101 is for you. 
Bevin Cohen of Small House is your 
guide in this introduction into the 
world of saving seeds. Workshop 
videos produced by Ben cover 
topics like building community by 
sharing seeds, living history of 
heirloom varieties, understanding the 
terminology, pollination, processing, 
storing, and more!

About Bevin: Bevin Cohen is an 
author, herbalist, gardener, seed 
saver, educator, and owner of Small 
House Farm in Michigan. Cohen offers 
workshops and lectures across the 
country on the benefits of living closer 
to the land through seeds, herbs, 
and locally grown food, and he has 
published numerous works on these 
topics, including the bestselling Saving 

Our Seeds and his highly anticipated 
new book, The Artisan Herbalist (New 
Society ’21). He serves on the board 
of the International Herb Association 
and the advisory 

council for 
the Community 

Seed Network. Learn 
more about Cohen’s work 

on his website www.
SmallHouseFarm.com.

This seven workshop course 
will give you a very good 

overview of the process of 
harvesting and saving seeds.

Seed Saving Basics Build a firm 
foundation of seed saving knowledge 
with this introductory, 101 style 
video. Learn the difference between 
heirloom, hybrid and gmo seeds, 

gather the equipment you’ll need 
for successful seed harvesting and 
discover why this traditional practice 
is still so valuable today!

• Pollination and Varietal Purity 

• Harvesting and Processing Dry 
Seeds

• Harvesting and Processing Wet 
Seeds 

• Seed Storage Basics 

• Swaps and Seed Libraries 

• Seed Stories

The course is $20 and available 
through the end of 2020. Register 
at https://sso.teachable.com/
secure/460766/checkout/2391246/
seed-saving-course.

Want to start saving seeds but 
unsure about where to start?


