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You Talked, We Listened 

This past winter the NDFMGA, with the help of volunteer Nick Trumbauer, conducted a 
survey of our farmers’ market managers. Then, at the February conference, we took time 
during the annual meeting to elicit ideas from members about what the Association could 
do to provide more services for members. 

Overall, everyone seems pleased with the services they are receiving for their member-
ship dollars. Members suggested the Association should do some marketing for each mar-
ket rather than for the Association as a whole. Marketing for each individual market 
would be a huge undertaking, and who knows your communities, and the best way to ad-
vertise to them than you … the ones who live there? You are the ones who know the best 
radio, newspaper, or street corner on which to place your signs or ads. You are the ones 
who know when your community will hear or see the advertisements the most. Do you 
have a public access television channel? Would your market be best served by a newspa-
per ad or an actual event at the market? As market managers and vendors in your com-
munity, you are better informed on what would effectively work to connect with others!    

This is why the Association has the Market Mini Grants. These grants are to be used for 
advertising, including events that draw customers, into your markets. Over the years our 
member markets have used the grants to purchase banners, signs, advertisements, host 
market events, and purchase items that will attract customers. The grants allow the Asso-
ciation to give each market the flexibility to use the money in a way that best suits their 
market.  We still have grants for this market season available. The grants are easy to get, 
just be a member with your dues paid, fill out the one page application, provide us with a 
copy of your by-laws or market guidelines, and your board or officers list, and the contact 
information for you vendors, then send everything in via mail or email.   
 
Another concern from many markets was the need for more vendors. Again, the Associ-
ation has responded by extending the new vendor grants to those vendors either in their 
first OR their second year of vending. Hopefully having some additional funding available 
to purchase items needed to sell at the farmers market, like tables, totes, cloths, baskets, 
signs, etc. will encourage some new folks to seek success in their farmers market career.   
The grant again gives markets the flexibility to advertise this grant as they see fit. Maybe 
the market manager wants to do some recruiting or the market board may decide to re-
cruit young members from local 4H or FFA groups and will use this grant to assist them.   

With all of this said, to do a better job of marketing each member farmers market, we 
need your help. If you send us photos, information, or copies of your advertisements, we 
will be sure to include them in our social media posts, on the NDFMGA website and share 
them with any interested consumers with whom we come in contact. Your input into the 
Association is so very important to making it a member driven organization that repre-
sents ALL of our member markets.  As the season grows along, please be sure to send 
Crystal your market information so we can help get the good news out about your market.   

        Continued page 2 >>> 

   

We still have Grants Available for 2015 

Now is the time to take advantage of some grant opportunities through the NDFMGA!  Deadline to apply is the 
end of July, so hurry and get your application in today!   
 
The Mini-Market grant will award $300 to be used for marketing materials, and/or events to promote the mar-
ket.  Just make sure your dues are paid in full for 2016. 

And … The New Vendor grant of $200 will go to the vendor who applies throughout the season, and we have ex-
tended the time to use the grant … within your first OR second year from application date. This grant is a great 
way for your market to recruit new vendors.  If you have someone interested in joining the market make sure 
they know they could get $200 to help with startup cost. 

PLUS … To ensure successful market vendor ventures and small farm businesses, the NDFMGA will offer an addi-
tional $50 to any new market vendor receiving this grant that enrolls in the Dakota College at Bottineau’s Entre-
preneurial Center for Horticulture Farm Business Course.   

For more information and application, you can go to our website and download:  www.ndfarmersmarkets.com or 
call:  Crystal Grenier, NDFMGA Administration Assistant at 701-228-5649. 

http://www.ndfarmersmarkets.com
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The Farmers Market Day at the Capitol has 
grown in popularity, not only in the number 
of vendors, but in the enthusiasm from cus-
tomers. To meet this growing demand, we 
are adding a September date to coincide 
with Pride of Dakota Day at the Capitol. 
 
Wednesday, August 5, 2015 from 9:00 am - 
1:30 pm. This event will be similar to past 
years, including lunch for sale, local enter-
tainment and free ice cream in the after-
noon. There is no fee for vendors, but it is 
important to RSVP to secure a vendor space. 
 

Thursday, September 17, 2015 will run from 9:00 am - 1:30 pm. There is no fee for ven-
dors, but it is important to RSVP to secure a vendor space. 
 
To RSVP, please contact Jamie Good at 701-328-2659 or jgood@nd.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued from page 1 >>> 
 
Watch the next issue of the newsletter for more information about other actions the 
Association is taking to be more responsive to what we heard during the surveys and 
annual meeting.  We know your summers are busy, so we’ll be looking toward the win-
ter down time to provide you with new opportunities to make your markets spectacular! 

Happy Growing!  

Holly Rose Mawby - Executive Director, NDFMGA 
  

New Publications Coming from the NDDA! 
 
The North Dakota Department of Agriculture (NDDA) is currently distributing 
the Local Foods Directory across the state.  This year’s directory layout has 
been updated to make it easier for consumers to locate the producers and the 
products they are looking for.  Vendors listed in the directory will be mailed five 
copies.  Copies are also being distributed to extension offices across the state 
that have requested them.  In addition, many libraries, city convention and  
visitors bureaus, and other public and private businesses across the state will 
be receiving copies.  
 
Copies of the directory are free of charge. Contact Bonnie Sundby at  
701-328-1974 or email bsundby@nd.gov to order your supply or go to http://
www.nd.gov/ndda/program/local-foods-initiative for a downloadable.pdf  
version. 

 
Farmers Markets of North Dakota - A new publication developed by the 

NDDA this year, Farmers Markets of North Dakota highlights the farmers mar-
kets in the state.  The brochure consists of a map showing where each market is 
located, and listings of days and times each market will be open.  This brochure 
is being distributed at rest areas along I-94 and I-29. The brochure is replacing 
the Local Foods Directory that was in rest areas in previous years.  The new  
brochure has been very popular and NDDA anticipates 13,000 brochures being  
distributed this season. The response to the new brochure shows the continued 
consumer demand and support for products that are grown, raised and pro-
duced here in North Dakota.  
 
Farmers Markets of North Dakota is available at http://www.nd.gov/ndda/
program/local-foods-initiative as a downloadable .pdf or as a pull-out section  
in the 2015-16 Local Foods Directory. 

 
 

AND … Farm to Market Guide - The NDDA is also working on an updated 

Farm to Market Guide. The guide helps producers who direct market their  
products, providing them with information to help them get started. Direct  
marketing continues to evolve. In addition to farmers markets many producers 
are marketing their products through CSAs, grocery stores, schools, institutions 
and more. Each of these marketing outlets has specific needs and the new Farm 
to Market Guide is being developed with sections to address these differences. 

 

Guess what?  An apple a day does keep the body fat away! Washington State Univer-
sity found in a study that some of the apple that we don’t digest sticks around to pro-
duce obesity-fighting bacteria in the belly. Researchers tested most all apple varieties 
and found the Granny Smith leading the effective battle against weight gain.  

(Source: Capital Press, reproduced in NPSAs The Germinator, Winter 2015).  

 

     

Summer & Fall Farmers Market Days  
    

TH 

Annual  

 

Look at our farmers' 

markets today, 

bursting with heritage 

breeds and heirloom 

varieties, foods that 

were once abundant 

when we were an agri-

cultural nation, but 

that we have lost 

touch with. Bringing all 

these back helps us 

connect to our roots, 

our communities and 

helps us feed America 

the proper way. 

Jose Andres Puerta 
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