
NDFMGA Annual Meeting 
Bismarck, ND 

January 13, 2009 
 
The annual meeting was called to order by President Patti Patrie at 4:23pm.  
 
President’s Report:  President Patrie welcomed and thanked everyone for attending the annual 
meeting. She expressed her hope that the following discussions would fuel continuing enthusiasm for 
the NDFMGA.  She informed those present that they are members if their Market Manager listed them 
and new members could join by speaking to Karen Gehrig.  
 
It was also reported that the NDFMGA has decided to register for a 501c6 tax status.  
 
A quorum was determined with 15 members present.  
 
Agenda Approval: Pam Anderson moved to approve the agenda as is. Karen Gehrig seconded the 
motion. The motion was voted upon and passed. 
 
Previous Meeting Minutes: Roberta Thorson introduced a motion to approve the previous meeting 
minutes as presented. Hero seconded the motion. The motion was voted upon and passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Ilene Baker presented and explained the treasurer’s report. Current account 
information showed a balance of $8,030.77, $431.00 of which is from the Specialty Crops Grant, and so 
the available balance for the NDFMGA was $7,599.77.  
 
Hero Barth motioned to approve the treasurer’s report and the motion was seconded by Karen Gehrig. 
The motion was voted upon and passed. A note was made that in previous years the treasurer worked 
with Stephanie Sinner from the NDDA but in the coming year the treasurer would be working with Holly 
Rose Mawby and the Entrepreneurial Center for Horticulture.  
 

Old Business 
 
Market Survey: 

Stephanie Sinner from the NDDA explained the premise of the ND statewide survey of Farmers’ 
Markets. Dr. Steve D. LeMire called her to request this survey be done.  
 
Dr. Steve D. LeMire continued with the report. This was the third survey he’d done of Farmers’ 
Markets, the first being in 1993 and second in 2003. After visiting a crowed market and finding it 
too busy to conduct a decent survey, he did a density count to determine the best time conduct 
the survey. Dr. LeMire showed a powerpoint presentation of the survey’s findings and a 
comparison of the Town Square Farmers’ Market in Grand Forks to the Madison’s in Dane 
County.  
The Grand Forks Farmers’ Market has grown over a period of 8 years. Dr. LeMire showed various 
activities held concurrently with the markets, such as a gymnastics event. The market appeared 
to be composed of 1/3 produce, 1/3 bakery goods, and 1/3 crafts. Last year there were 12 
produce vendors. During the 6 days of surveying, 82% of the people asked to participate agreed. 



The survey included attendance counts and interviews. There were 2,500 participants per 
market day. The estimated annual attendance was 35,075 people. With each person spending 
approximately $15.16, the total estimated economic impact came to $531,737.00. In contrast, 
the market in Madison came to $8 million (with 20,000 participants per day). The survey reports 
also showed that the downtown area was drawing the most people to the market, with most 
attendees being within a 3 mile radius of the market. 
 
People interviewed for the survey responded that attending the Farmers’ Market made it more 
likely that they would do some other shopping or event downtown as well.  
 
Dr. LeMire concluded saying that markets allow people to come together as a community in a 
unique and vital way. Many people were surprised at how many people attend Farmers’ 
Markets and how much money is involved. These survey reports are used by people to help 
make decisions, ask for funding/sponsorship, advertising, and to engage the community.  
 
Holly Rose Mawby asked Dr. LeMire if he had presented his findings to the Grand Forks board 
yet. He said he had not. She suggested he stress the idea of sponsorship to them. 
 
Hero Barth asked if the report would be made available to the public. Dr. LeMire responded 
affirmatively and stated it would be posted on the NDFMGA website. He is also working on 
another report using information Stephanie Sinner has worked on.  

 
Legislative Report Survey: 
 Stephanie Sinner presented the following information: 
 

The Ag Department decided they needed to look at what was happening in Farmers’ Markets 
across the State in order to present a report to solicit support from the legislature. Tom Kalb 
was instrumental in obtaining the help necessary to conduct this survey. The survey was 
conducted based on the Dot method used by Oregon State University because this system was 
easy to replicate and for each market to tailor to their own needs. There were five main 
questions included in the survey.   
 
A draft of the report with a result summary on page 3 was presented to those in attendance. 
The final report would be drafted soon, sent out to each market and posted on the website.  
 
Pam Anderson stated many people wanted the market to be open all winter and stores would 
love it because they bring in business.  
 
Stephanie Sinner presented one example of a business/market success story. A recently started 
Farmers’ Market just south of Fargo has SuperValu as a vendor. They do coupons, burger 
specials, and have a grill for the Farmers’ Market to use.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



New Business 
 
New Membership System: 

Patti Patrie requested the 2009 membership system be explain. Holly Rose Mawby agreed to do 
so and presented the information below:  
 
The old applications were geared towards market managers and the NDFMGA never wanted to 
put onerous costs on vendors, so the market managers paid the membership fee. If vending at a 
market, you were automatically a member of the NDFMGA. The problem with this system was 
that market managers were too busy and often didn’t get the lists with their vendors in, the lists 
of vendors would be different from week to week, and information would be missing or 
incorrect. It was decided that the NDFMGA still did not want to make the vendors pay the 
registration fee.  
 
The new system that the association came up with is this: market managers would receive the 
membership brochure and be required to pay the membership fee. This would make all 
members of their market members of the NDFMGA. Once the market has paid their fees, 
market managers would be sent secondary applications to hand out to their vendors. These 
applications would be filled out and returned by the vendors and would also describe the 
benefits they are entitled to as members of the NDFMGA. No money or fee would be required 
with these secondary applications. This would hopefully help to ensure correct information 
would be turned in to the NDFMGA for sending out the newsletters, listings in the directory, 
website, etc.  The dues structure was not changed and individuals can still become members 
even if they are not part of a member market.  

 
Elections: 

Patti Patrie explained and posted the list of counties and what quadrants they fell into. The NE 
and NW would elect 2 board members each, one for a 1 year term and one for a 2 year term and 
the SE and SW sections needed to elect one board member for each for a 2 year term.  
 
NE – Adrienne Wellman was nominated for the 2 year term and Joleen Johnston was nominated 
for the 1 year term. The board would have to ask if they would be willing to serve. 
 
NW – Dan Folske was nominated and elected for the 1 year term and Marv Baker was 
nominated and elected for the 2 year term.  
 
SE – Karen Gehrig was re-elected.  
 
SW – Sherry Andrus was elected.  

 
Strategic Plan: 

The Board would be doing some long term planning for the NDFMGA in March. It was requested 
that members express their input and ideas to Board members between now and then. Topics 
to be discussed would include fundraising, weaning off from the NDDA, finding income and 
support. A feasibility study was done regarding financing. Goals for the NDFMGA need to 



evaluated and determined. Pam Anderson requested a list of market managers in the board 
members respective areas so they could contact them.  

 
2010 Annual Meeting: 

Suggestions were requested for the 2010 annual meeting. The first conference was held in 
Bismarck in 2004. Sherry Andrus asked if it would be an all day event in conjunction with 
Marketplace. Ilene Baker suggested half of the day be just the NDFMGA and then there would 
be a full day in conjunction with another organization/group (adding half a day to 2009 model). 
Pam Anderson requested more time for afternoon sessions. Ilene Baker wondered why there 
weren’t more people present – if it was the timing, bad weather, season in general? Pam 
Anderson suggested pairing with the NPSAS for the following year in Jamestown, ND. 

 
Closing: 

President Patti Patrie concluded the meeting saying that it had been a good day for local foods, 
markets, and vendors. She asked if anyone had any suggestions for programs or speakers that 
they contact the Board. Also, changes were being made to the website: .ndfarmersmarkets. . 
The Board would be meeting immediately following the annual meeting to reorganize.  

 
Pam Anderson moved to adjourn the meeting. Ilene Baker seconded the motion. The motion was voted 
upon and approved unanimously.  

http://www.ndfarmersmarkets.com/

