
 

 

NDFMGA Board Meeting Agenda– April 16th, 6:30 to 8:30 PM 

 
6:30 PM Call to Order – Ross Lockhart 

Roll Call - Holly Mawby 

Present: Ross Lockhart, Marvin Baker, Mike Pretzer, Vanessa Masseth, Roberta Thorson (joined late), Janel Anderson, 

Danielle Mickelson, Peggy Walter, Bonnie Munsch (joined late), Holly Mawby, Jamie Good 

Not Present: Joe Sutherland 

Introduction of guests: John Schneider, North Dakota Department of Agriculture 

Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting, February 29th, 2020 – Ross Lockhart 

Motion: Marvin Baker moved to approve the minutes from the previous meeting with one correction. 

Second: Danielle Mickelson seconded the motion. 

Motion passed 

Treasurers Report – Mike Pretzer/Holly Mawby 

Motion: Janel Anderson moved to approve the treasurers report. 

Second: Peggy Walter seconded the motion. 

Motion passed 

 

Old Business 

Renewal of contract with Sue Balcom to continue quarterly editing of newsletter 

Motion: Peggy Walter moved to continue Sue Balcoms contract to design and edit the NDFMGA newsletter. 

Second: Danielle Mickelson seconded the motion. 

Motion passed 

 

New Business 

NDFMGA’s response to public and members during COVID19 restrictions 

Guest John Schneider spoke about the North Dakota Department of Agricultures position on farmers markets during the 

COVID19 outbreak. Jamie Good circulated a statement and guidelines documents to be released by the NDDA for the 

NDFMGA Board members to give input.  All NDFMGA Board members felt the document was a good way to show North 

Dakota producers and markets that they were considered essential during these rough times and that the guidance 

suggestions were broad enough to fit all sizes and markets within our state and not so restrictive as to prevent markets 

from opening.  The NDFMGA felt the NDDA is supportive of farmers markets and local foods in ND and was appreciative 

that John joined the meeting. 

• Mike Pretzer moved to voice the NDFMGA’s support for the document put forth by the NDDA for the 2020 

Farmers Market season in response to the COVID19 situation 

• Danielle Mickelson seconded the motion 

• Motion Passed 

Further discussion by the board led to the following action Items  



 

 

• The board recommended that the Association put out an additional newsletter to be mailed mid-May.  They felt 

the newsletter should reference the NDDA statement and guidelines, link our newsletters to NDDA Local Foods 

page and social media, and have a positive spin on the situation,  

• There should be additional enhancement to the newsletter via our website such as updated information and 

links to online resources and best practices  

• The Board discussed offering and additional grant for markets  to assist in offsetting any additional items needed 

to meet COVID19 guidelines and social distancing recommendations.  The board suggested that the application 

ask market managers to submit a plan for how they will use the funds and that it is aligned with NDDA 

guidelines.  Holly will write up a sample application and circulate the draft to all board members for input before 

posting to the website and releasing in the newsletter. 

Motion: Danielle Mickelson made a motion to provide $200 grants to Farmers Markets to mediate the effects of 

COVID to be capped at $5,000. 

2nd – Marvin Baker Seconded the motion. 

Motion passed 

 

Motion to Adjourn: Danielle Mickelson moved to adjourn. 

Second: Peggy Walter seconded the motion. 

Meeting was adjourned by President Ross Lockhart. 


