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The North Dakota Farmers Market 
and Growers Association (NDFMGA) is 
committed to supporting its members 
and increasing the availability of fresh, 
locally grown products for consumers 
across North Dakota. 

The COVID-19 crisis is re-shaping our 
lives in many ways. The NDFMGA 
is working with its partners to find 
solutions allowing farmers and cottage 
food producers to sell products using 
best practices and science-based 
guidelines to ensure the health and 
safety of all North Dakotans.

The NDFMGA board has created a 
new grant program to assist farmers 
markets in implementing public health 
measures such as the installation 
of hand-washing stations or the 
purchase of additional signage for 
shoppers. 

Recommended guidelines for farmers 
markets were published by the North 
Dakota Department of Agriculture 

(see pages 4-7) and provide a 
baseline for market managers 
seeking guidance for creating 
safe shopping spaces this 
season.

“Farmers markets are vital 
community resources that provide 
consumers access to fresh, nutritious, 
and locally grown foods,” Ross 
Lockhart, President of the NDFMGA, 
said. “Our members are looking to us 
for help at a time when they would 
rather be concentrating on planting 
their crops and gearing up for the 
market season. We hope this program 
helps alleviate some of their anxiety.”

Applications for the NDFMGA’s 
“2020 Farmers Market COVID Relief 
Grant” are available online at www.
ndfarmersmarkets.org. 

Eligible applicants are encouraged to 
apply as soon as possible since funds 
are awarded on a “first come first 
serve” basis. 

NDFMGA Executive 
Director, Holly Rose 

Mawby said, “Like all 
of our grant programs, 
applicants must 

provide a plan for how the 
funds will be used.” 

If awarded, recipients receive $200 
for supplies to enhance the market’s 
ability to minimize the transmission 
of COVID-19. “We understand the 
importance of protecting consumers 
as well as vendors at farmers 
markets,” Mawby said. “This grant 
will hopefully aid in the establishment 
of safety measures recommended by 
public health officials like the CDC.”

NDDA Farmers Market Guidelines: 
https://www.nd.gov/ndda/covid-19-
guidance-agriculture. 

~ Ross Lockhart, president on behalf 
of the NDFMGA board

NDFMGA board offers new 
grant and guidelines Covid

NEW
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2018-20 President and  
Southeast Representative  
Ross Lockhart 
PO Box 191, Grandin, ND 58038 

Vice President 2019-2021 and  
Northwest Representative 
Marv Baker 
PO Box 164, Carpio ND 58725 
701-720-2635  
mbaker@northstarorganic.com

2018-20 Treasurer Mike Pretzer 
10930 33 St. SW, Dickinson, ND 58601 
701-681-1306 or 701-681-1310 
pastormikepretzer@gmail.com

2017-19 Southeast Representative 
Joe Sutherland 
3836 Hwy. 3, Dawson, ND 58428 
701-327-8134 
dawsonfaithfarms@yahoo.com

Contact your North Dakota Farmers Market and Growers 
Association with questions and/or comments

Board of Directors
Southwest Representative 
Vanessa Masseth 
2695 28th St., Mandan, ND 58554 
701-226-4809 
vmasseth@yahool.com

2017-19 Southwest Representative 
Roberta Thorson 
701-220-5665 
thobek@bektel.com

2017-19 Northeast Representative  
Janel Anderson 
701-246-3277 or 701-871-2291 
janela@utma.com

2018-20 Northeast Representative 
Danielle Mickelson 
9871 Hwy 30, Rolla, ND 
danielle.mickelson@gmail.com

2018-20 Northwest Representative  
Peggy Walter 
511 Ramstad Ave., Minot, ND 58701 
701-240-7026 
humanbean@srt.com

2018-20 At Large Representative 
Bonnie Munsch 
3229 123rd ave NW., Bismarck ND 58503 
701-202-1181 
farmerbon1234@gmail.com

Executive Director Holly Rose Mawby 
Dakota College at Bottineau 
105 Simrall Bld., Bottineau, ND 58318 
701-681-0252 
hollyrose.mawby@dakotacollege.edu

Advisory Member Jamie Good  
ND Department of Agriculture 
jgood@nd.gov

FARRMS is offering farmers market 
internships in North Dakota for the 
second season. 

If your farmers market is selected, 
FARRMS will provide an intern to 
assist with market organization, board 
and vendor planning meetings, vendor 
recruitment, market outreach and 
more. Markets may be considering 
how to reach more customers while 
maintaining customer and vendor 
safety due to COVID-19. Interns will be 
equipped with tips and ideas to help. 

Six farmers markets will be eligible for 
interns in 2020. At this time, there are 
three open slots.

If your market would like to host 
an intern, please visit www.farrms.
org/farmersmarketinternships. The 
extended application deadline is 
Friday, May 15.

Interns will be spending about 20 
hours per week beginning June 7 
through October 3 and receive a $160 
weekly stipend.

If selected for the program, interns 
will be enrolled in Dakota College at 
Bottineau’s online Farmers Market 
Managers’ Course and attend a 
weekly videoconference class with 
live speakers on food systems and 
marketing, and guidance on marketing 
and planning to support their farmers 
market. 

To apply, fill out the online 
application or visit www.farrms.org/
farmersmarketinternships for more 
info. The application deadline is 
Friday, May 15.

The farmers market internship 
program is a collaboration between 
FARRMS and Dakota College at 
Bottineau.

The North Dakota Grocers Association 
has been hearing concerns that 
vendors bringing product to our 
member retail grocery stores are not 
wearing face masks when they enter 
the stores. We strongly recommend 
that vendors wear masks while in our 
stores. I’m sure the larger box stores 
are requiring you to do this and our 
smaller grocers should be treated 
the same way. Please look over your 
policies and help make our industry a 
safe place to work.

NDGA also stresses the need to 
protect our vendors and customers 
as well and require our retail grocery 
employees to wear face masks as well. 
Thank you and stay safe.

~ John “Jiggs” Dyste, president 
North Dakota Grocers Association 

701-680-1885 or 701-223-4106

Vendors please wear 
face masks when 
delivering to stores

Internships available



NDFMGA - 3

Yes, we can open our farmers markets. 
Yes, we can grow enough food to 
fill the gaps in food distribution 
and shortages we may see in the 
grocery stores, food banks, schools 
and restaurants. Yes, we can sell our 
non-cottage food and nonfood items 
online. Yes, we can find new and 
innovative ways to get our products to 
consumers. Yes, We Can!

In this challenging and trying time, 
now is the opportunity for local 
growers and producers to shine. This 
could be our best year yet. While we 
may have to change the way we do 
things, this could be a great moment 
for all of us. 

By other state’s reports, farmer 
market and home business sales 
are up. Customers are buying local. 
Reports show that while many 
farmers markets across the state may 
be seeing fewer customers, those 
customers are purchasing more 
goods. Some vendors are seeing 
more sales in their first month than 
in their usual three-month period. 
States surrounding North Dakota 
recognize food supply chain shortages 
are opening and are putting new 

temporary assistance in place; leaning 
on local producers as suppliers to 
wholesale and retail outlets. 

COVID19 is a deadly and terrible 
virus, and we in no way want to 
minimize this; however, this indeed 
could be our time to shine. Changes 
need to be made to keep our selves 
and customers safe. But change is 
inevitable. If we embrace the changes, 
we can be there for our communities 
and those in need as we face 
challenging times ahead. The virus 
may inhibit us from being together 
and going about our daily routines in 
the usual way, but it does not affect 
how we can grow and make our 
products. Nature is still Queen, and 
Mother Nature is saying, “Grow.”

Adaptations in market setup, booth 
setup, accepting payments or 
managing pre-orders will need to be 
made.

But as farmers and small businesses, 
we are used to and highly adept at 
changing. I encourage you to embrace 
these changes. 

Now is our time to shine. Prepare 
yourselves for a great year and 

remember, “Yes, 
We Can!” If you 
have any questions 
or need assistance 
or advice, 
remember the 
NDFMGA is here 
for you. Please call 
us and let’s see if 
we can assist as you 
move forward into 
what could be one 
of our best years ever.

~ Holly Mawby 
Executive Director, NDFMGA

Disclaimer for this 
entire issue:
This newsletter was written after April 
24. We recognize that the COVID19 
pandemic situation changes from day 
to day. Updates to the information 
presented in this issue, if needed, will 
be posted to the website of the North 
Dakota Farmers Market and Growers 
Association at ndfarmersmarkets.org. 
Please be sure to check for updates 
periodically.

Contact Mawby at 701-681-0252 or 
hollyrose.mawby@dakotacollege.edu

Please check the NDFMGA website 
for ideas, updates, and guidelines 
regarding COVID19.

Holly Mawby
Executive Director

Yes, we can!
Covid presents market opportunities

Agriculture Commissioner Doug Goehring announced 
revisions to the interactive local food map to help 
consumers more easily find local foods in North Dakota. 

The changes include identifying specific products such 
as fruits and vegetables, eggs, beef, poultry, pork, other 
meats, pickles, jams, jellies, honey, baked goods and 
orchards.

“People have been changing the way they shop during this 
health crisis,” said Goehring. “The map is a great tool to 
connect with and support local growers and producers.”

The map also shows farmers markets, on-farm sales, 
roadside stands, CSAs, u-picks, vineyards, produce 
donation sites and more. The map is mobile responsive 
and will be updated frequently with new growers and 
producers. If you are a local producer wanting to put your 
information on the map, use the online contact form at 
www.nd.gov/ndda/localfoodsform. 

If you have questions about the map, please contact Local 
Foods Specialist Jamie Good at 701-328-2659 or jgood@
nd.gov. The local food map is available at https://www.
nd.gov/ndda/NDLFMAP.

Online local foods map revised to highlight specific products
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Agriculture Commissioner Doug 
Goehring issued guidance for ag-
related businesses to ensure the 
continuation of the food supply chain 
while maintaining a healthy workforce 
during COVID-19.

“The role of agriculture is clear,” 
Goehring said. “Ag-related businesses 
are critical and essential to providing 
for our most basic needs. I encourage 
producers to take the proper 
precautions and mitigate risk to 
ensure their operations continue to 
run smoothly.”

The guidance documents 
issued include best practices to 
protect against COVID-19 and 
recommendations for:

• Farmers markets
• Farm deliveries
• Dairies
• Processing, manufacturing,         
agribusiness and agricultural 
operations
• Continuity of business plans

To view the guidance documents and 
for more information on COVID-19 
and agriculture, visit www.nd.gov/
ndda/covid-19.

Guidance offered for 
ag-related businesses

A new market setup

Provide one or more hand-washing 
stations throughout your market.

Include social distancing signs, chalk markets and arrows 
throughout your markets
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COVID-19 Farmers Markets Guidance 
The ND Department of Agriculture has developed the following guidance 
and recommendations for farmers markets to maintain a safe shopping 
experience for consumers. Follow CDC Recommendations:

• Wash hands regularly, at least 20 seconds each time, multiple times 
throughout the market day.

• Avoid touching eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

• Cover mouth with a bent elbow when sneezing or coughing. If a 
tissue is used, dispose of it immediately and follow with proper hand 
washing.

• Maintain the recommended social distancing protocols of six (6) feet 
of separation between individuals.

• Limit access to and disinfect common areas regularly.

• Stay home if you are sick.

A Maine market using green tape as a barrier 
between customers and vendors.

Use safe distancing signs and other barriers to 
separate customers and vendors.

A heavy, wind-proof 
cash bucket. Shoppers 
deposit cash or check in 
here. Farmers use clean, 
quarantined bills to provide 
change to the shopper. This 
cash bucket also makes 
a good maple sap bucket 
when it’s not collecting 
cash.

Using tables as barriers with NO table clothes to separate 
customers and vendors.
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Protecting yourself and your customers
• Prevent customers from congregating and visually remind 

them of the six (6) foot separation by placing cones, 
spray chalk dots, an extra table, or other items able to be 
sanitized, six (6) feet apart in front of vendors and around 
the market where necessary.

• Separate vendors as far from one another as reasonably 
possible, at least six (6) feet, to allow for increased social 
distancing.

• Post signage stating the farmers are happy to assist 
customers and will select products for consumers.

• Limit the number of customers within the market at one 
time.

• Consider a defined entrance and defined exit to allow for a 
one-way flow of traffic.

• Tablecloths, unless they can be cleaned and sanitized, 
should not be allowed.

• Samples should not be allowed for any reason during this 
time.

• Remove all sit down and eating areas.

• Post signage re: washing all produce before eating, frequent 
hand-washing, do not touch your face, etc.

• Have a central hand washing station and/or hand sanitizer 
for market staff/volunteers, vendors, and shoppers.

• Wipe down your credit card terminal with an approved 
disinfectant (see link above) after each use and/or provide 
single-use Q Tips for button pushing and easy disposal.

• Separate and group (being mindful of social distancing) 
farmers selling food from vendors selling non-food 
respectively together.

• Limit the number of volunteers to only those that are 
essential.

• Have an abundance of disposable, single-use gloves 
available.

Examples of sneeze guards for vendor displays.

(left) Masks and green tape barrier at a San Diego 
market. (above) Local box stores sell tables with 
built in sinks.
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Pre-bagged items and taped off tables at a Santa Monica 
market.

A volunteer at a Portland market sprays customers’ hands 
with hand sanitizer as a courtesy.

Pre-bagged produce at a 
Maine market and (right) a 
grateful farmer.

Thank you for doing your part in 
keeping our ND Farmers and their 

customers safe.

PLEASE NOTE: even during COVID19 
adjustments in the way we do business, it is 
important to follow the North Dakota Cottage 
Food Law.

There is NO online sales of cottage foods 
allowed.

However, online ordering and pre-ordering as 
well as online marketing is fine as long as the 
actual “transaction” takes place in person.  

Please to the North Dakota Department of Health 
Cottage Food web page for more info at https://
www.health.nd.gov/regulation-licensure/food-
and-lodging/cottage-food.

Online sales of fresh, whole, uncut, produce are 
allowed.



Dakota College at Bottineau

Entrepreneurial Center  
for Horticulture

North Dakota Farmer Market  
and Growers Association 
105 Simrall Blvd, 
Bottineau, ND 58318

701-681-0252

hollyrose.mawby@dakotacollege.edu

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Event arrows available to assist with markets
If your market needs to route customers safely during social distancing, 
RouteArrows may be able to help. Initially designed for cycling and running 
events, these stickers clearly say, “Line up here, stand this far apart and move 
this direction.”

RouteArrows provide evident and easy to follow directions for their patrons. 
Clear guidance helps people to feel safe as they wait to come inside and at 
checkout, making a challenging situation a little less stressful for everyone.

If you need to separate one group from another, use two different bold colors 
like Green and Pink or Red and Yellow and have them in separate outdoor 
locations before they enter the store.

RouteArrows are:

• Eco-Friendly made from biodegradable ingredients
• High Visibility and available in nine very bright colors
• Temporary peel-n-stick paper
• Fast and easy to apply and remove 
• Economical with 250 arrows per roll, less than .25 each

For more information about arrows, and how to use them at your market, visit 
https://www.routearrows.com. Owners Roslyn and Randall have offered 25 
percent-off discount on your order with the code STAYSAFE25.

This issue contains 
important 

information about 
keeping yourself 

and your customers 
safe during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 
When you are done 
reading, please pass 

it along to others 
for this important 

information.


