
 

 

 
 

NDFMGA Annual Business Meeting 
February 3rd, 2017, Mandan, ND 

 
Call to order – President Hero Barth  
 
Roll Call – Member markets were called out, vendors and members of the market called will stand. Individual members 

not associated by market were called by name. An explanation of how to become a member at this time with 
voting rights and privileges of the NDFMGA will follow.  – Holly Mawby 

 
Approval of Agenda – or additions – Hero Barth  
Motion was made to approve the agenda as submitted: Daniel Rugroden 
Second: Tonya Smith 
Motion passed 
 
President’s Report – Hero Barth 
Hero expressed his appreciation for member participation at the conference.  He also encouraged members to get 
involved in board activity. 
  
Treasurer’s Report – Annual report for the NDFMGA– Mike Pretzer 
Mike Pretzer, Association Treasurer reviewed the annual report as handed out in the packet.  A member asked about 
the sponsorship line item and Mike answered the question by stating the sponsorship was from one sponsor.  A member 
questioned the 2016 conference line item.  Mike answered the question by stating that the income was from 
sponsorships obtained through the work of the NDDA.  
Motion was made to approve the Treasurers Reprot: Lori Martin 
Second: AriAnna Wigenbach 
Motion Passed 
 
Previous Meeting Minutes – Minutes from 2016 annual meeting –Hero Barth 
Member Daniel Rugroden questioned why his term was ending when he was just re-elected in 2016.  Holly Mawby 
answered the question by clarifying that Daniel had been re-elected to fill the one year remaining on Cheryl DuVall’s 
seat on the board when she resigned in 2016 leaving a year term and that Myra Olson had been elected to the two year 
term in 2016. 
Motion was made to approve the minutes of the 2016 meeting as submitted: Mrs. Davis 
Second: Bonnie Munsch 
Motion passed 
 
Old Business: 
 

1.) Summary review of last year’s grants and discussion on future grants - Holly Mawby 
Holly Mawby reviewed the grants that were given out in 2016.  In the past year the grants proved very useful as 
over 40 new vendor grants were paid out.  This is excellent participation and is more than in any previous year.  
The NDFMGA has seen a continual drop in the use of the mini grant program by markets with only about 20 
grants requested and approved to markets and individuals in 2016.  There is money in the budget for more of 
these grants to be funded, members were encouraged to have their markets apply.  There were 12 people that 



 

 

signed up for the Farmers Market Manager training program with only 5 completing.  The Association received 
great photos, comments, and testimonials from those participating in the grant programs explaining how much 
the grants meant to them and the success of their businesses. 
 

2.) Summary of 2016 proposed resolution – Hero Barth/Holly Mawby 
The NDFMGA Board decided, based on comments from membership, to fail the resolution due to lack of a 
motion.  Comments from members will be retained and used to guide the NDFMGA in its future actions. 
 

New Business: 

Election of Board Members:  Hero Barth/Holly Mawby 
 
 Board member terms expiring 2017  
 
  A. Janel Anderson – NE Region 
  B. Stephanie Blumhagen – NW Region 
  C. Daniel Rugroden – SE Region 
  D. Roberta Thorson – SW Region 
   
 

a. Nominations were collected by region. Nominees introduced themselves to the whole group. 
b. All board members whose terms were expiring ran for another term uncontested. 

   
 Motion to cast a unanimous ballot to approve and elect all nominees presented – Mike Pretzer 
 Second: Tim Geinert 
 Motion passed 

 
1.) Appointment of Audit Committee: Two people will be chosen to audit the NDFMGA account at the end of 2017. 

– Hero Barth 
Lori Martin and Tonya Smith were chosen to audit the NDFMGA accounts in early 2017. 
 

2.) Member discussion on future Association activities – Hero Barth 
a. Member Lori Martin asked if there had been any talk about NDFMGA support for HB1433, the ND Food 

Freedom legislation currently being proposed.  The question was asked if the NDFMGA was going to 
support or oppose the bill.  Lori also expressed that is the Association supports it, it will be critical to get 
the word out to consumers and customers as it is their voices that would make a bigger difference.   
 
At this point, Hero Barth handed out copies of the proposed legislation. 
Comments from membership were as follows: 

 No opinion for or against 

 How do we not ‘Know’ about this? 

 We need to mobilize behind it 

 The hearing is on the 9th of Feb. at 2:30 PM 

 Congress wants to hear from our customers more than from us 

 Frustrated that no one was consulted, the language is confusing 

 From my understanding, it would allow for the sale of raw milk to baked goods, low acid canned 
goods all done NOT in a commercial kitchen when sold direct to consumer 

 There are good definitions of the terms of our industry, that affects us but it would have been 
nice if we were consulted 

 There is a concern, this seems to prohibit state agencies from requiring inspection but the 
consumers are taking the risk, we are assuming that they will be informed. 



 

 

 Could they split this into 2 bills, many members think the raw milk nomenclature will cause the 
bill to fail 

 One member explained the last “Raw Milk Bill” proposed and passed in the last legislative 
session, in that bill raw milk is available via herd share only, this bill almost caused much more 
regulation on raw milk rather than deregulation 

 The current bill does not affect goat herd share as he understands it 

 The bill is likely not to pass 
  At this point, Holly  Mawby asked the membership to decide how to proceed on this piece of legislation,  
  support, oppose, neutral stance or do nothing. 
   
  Motion: Daniel Rugroden motioned – We direct Holly Mawby, Hero Barth and our board to take action  
   to support HB1433 as they see appropriate. 
  Second: Mike Pretzer 
 
  Discussion on motion: Lori martin suggested we should request a clarification from the bill sponsors on  
  what they are trying to accomplish.  She indicated we do not know enough to take a side or position on  
  it. 
  Jamie Good pointed out some ambiguity in the language that may warrant further clarification.  Hero  
  Barth agreed with both.  Lori Martin maintained that we need a non-legislative synopsis, written for  
  everyone to understand.  Tim Geinert wondered if we had email addresses for all members.  Holly  
  Mawby stated we had many email addresses but not all.  
  
  Motion was called to a vote: Motion Failed 
 
  Motion: Stephanie Blumhagen motioned to request additional information as to the intent and nature  
   of the bill. 
  Second: Bonnie Munsch 
  
  Discussion: Daniel Rugroden suggested we may not have time to do this.  Lori Martin suggested making  
  a motion to have the Board members at the Committee meeting to ask for more time.  Daniel Rugroden  
  countered that legislators are too busy to postpone things.  Holly Mawby mentioned that they had  
  already postponed it once.  In general discussion the group questioned if Holly could send out an  
  informational email telling members how to attend the committee hearing.  Time Geinert proposed that 
  he approved of the motion and if approved would motion further to direct Holly and Barth and the  
  board to handle the information dissemination. 
 
  Motion to Amend: Tim Geinert moved the motion be amended to direct the association leadership to  
  disseminate the information received on clarification of the proposed legislation as quickly as possible. 
  Second: Tanya Smith 
  Vote: amendment passed 
 
  Vote on motion as amended: passed. 
 
  Other Discussion: 

 Lori Martin shared that Bartlett Farms had started a Food Freedom online presence 

 Time Geinert shared that he would love to see more ECH high tunnel information and research 
published 

 Roberta Hunt asked the members what the best way to get advertising/marketing out about 
farmers markets 

 Lori Martin asked for clarification about the Red River Farm Network, which the NDFMGA had 
used in 2016 to build a presence in the state.  Holly Mawby shared the Red River Farm Network 



 

 

has the largest coverage area for radio listening in the state.  The NDFMGA paid for once per 
week spots that featured producers from all across ND to raise awareness of specialty crops, 
small farms, and small producers.  The ads were playing on a computer during the conference 
for member review.  Daniel Rugroden mentioned he was highlighted one week and several 
other farmers spoke to him about his spot. 

 Tim Geinert mentioned the Jamestown market got a market grant and had a live radio market 
day, which brought out new customers.  He felt this was a great marketing avenue. 

 Hannah suggested we better utilize our website and get our own presence on Facebook 
(currently the NDFMGA news is hosted on the ECH Facebook page and the website is out of 
date.). 

 Mya suggested we advertise in the ND travel guide.  Holly suggested that each market should 
get listed in the travel guide and encouraged all to do so.  She mentioned she would put it in the 
summer newsletter to contact the ND Tourism Division to get into next year’s guide. 

 Mya wondered if we could collaborate with Cenex in some way. 

 Lori Martin suggested it would be handy if members could sign up to renew or begin their 
membership online.  She also suggested that NDFMGA logo stickers should be sent to the 
market managers when they renew their market memberships instead of to each vendor 
separately.  Holly indicated it should be possible to do both. 

 Jamie Good asked if anyone wanted to assist the NDFMGA in any way, the organization has 
great needs and few workers. 

 Robert Tolar volunteer for piecework including technology, emails, etc. 
 
  Motion:  Bonnie Munsch motioned to adjourn the meeting 
  Second: Time Geinert 
  Meeting Adjourned 

 
 


