
 

 

NDFMGA Board Meeting Agenda– July 15th, 2019 

Call to Order – Ross Lockhart 

Meeting was called to order via phone conference at 7:35 PM 

Roll Call - Holly Mawby 

Present: Roberta Thorson, Danielle Mickelson, Jamie Good, Ross Lockhart, Mike Pretzer, Janelle Anderson, 

Bonnie Munsch, Holly Mawby 

Not Present: Hero Barth, Roberta Hunt, Marvin Baker 

Introduction of guests: There were no guests 

Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting, April 3rd, 2019 – Ross Lockhart 

There was a correction made to the April 3rd meeting minutes in regard to the new board member selection 

from incorrect SW to corrected SE. 

Motion: Roberta Thorson moved to approve the minutes as corrected. 

Second: Bonnie Munsch 

Motion passed 

 

Treasurers Report – Mike Pretzer/Holly Mawby 

Board members were supplied with a copy of the up to date financials for the organization and treasurer 

Mike Pretzer presented them at the meeting. 

Motion: Janel Anderson moved to approve the financial report. 

Second: Roberta Thorson 

Motion Passed 

 

Old Business 

• Website updates – Holly Mawby 
The website has been renewed on its current platform for one more year.  Holly will work with Robert 
Tolar on August 12th to refine the final stages of moving the website to its new home with new 
functions/features. 

• NDFMGA Checking account update – move to interest bearing account – Holly Mawby reported that 
she had not yet been able to follow up on this action item.  She will make contact with our accountant, 
David Hance, before changing to an interest-bearing account to ensure it will not affect our nonprofit 
status. 

• Membership: Recruitment and Retention – Ross Lockhart with report prepared by Marvin Baker 
Mike Pretzer noted that he was very impressed with Marvin’s work and extended a Thank You to him 
and applauds the work he did on it. 
Ross Lockhart noted that for long term thinking we may want to consider a new membership structure 
for financial stability and updated newsletter as well.  He also proposed that the board consider a 
retreat or full day/multi-day meeting held face to face to address the items in the report and the future 
of the NDFMGA. 
Bonnie Munsch had no objections to a face to face meeting but asked that it be held in a centrally 



 

 

located spot. 
Mike Pretzer noted that his major commitments fall on Sundays and Wednesdays but would be open 
to a retreat on other days. 
Danielle Mickelson noted that Mondays were not good for her. 
Bonnie noted that she does have some commitments but with proper notice could make it. 
Ross requested that Holly work to identify dates and locations that could work for most or all of the 
board to attend with the most likely time being early December.  He also noted the agenda could 
include membership recruitment and retention, and our involvement with other similar organizations.  
Ross felt the organization may be able to assist board members in covering the cost of attendance, but 
we would want to make it a solid day of work. 
Bonnie noted that the agenda may also include big name speakers at our conferences and our 
assistance and recruitment of new vendors (currently and in the future).  She also suggested we have a 
session at the annual conference specifically for potential new vendors, helping them to learn the 
ropes and what it takes.  Mike Pretzer agreed with this suggestion.  Ross agreed that the focus on 
education is a strong point of the conference. 
 
Mike Pretzer noted that two words that jumped out at him from Marvin Bakers recruitment and 
retention report were resonance and relevance.  “It’s not necessarily about numbers, but resonance 
and relevance with today’s consumers”, Brian Moyer, Pennsylvania Farmers Market Coalition. 
 
It was also suggested that the board members review the work done in meetings in Bismarck a couple 
years ago with Jamie Good and Cheryl Duvall where a name change, and funding directions were 
discussed.  In this way we hope to avoid re-hashing the same items and can move forward with this 
knowledge already in place. 
 

• Danielle Mickelson was asked to give an update on how the booth at the ND Tourism conference went.  
Danielle noted that she felt we got good exposure from it and felt it was a worthwhile show for us to 
be at.  She felt we had people that were truly interested. 

• Encouraging farmers markets to accept SNAP EBT cards: Education and Support – Holly Mawby 
The contact we were told about (Arlene Durra) is not longer in this position.  I spoke with Deb Kramer 
who directed me to a website for more info: https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/farmer-producer.  She 
explained that each market needs to be approved by the FDA and that the state of ND has nothing to 
do with that determination, however once approved the state could assist with finding equipment and 
getting set up.  I would recommend board members look over the website for more information. 
 
Danielle noted that you MUST have a business structure to participate and that it is $1,200 out of 
pocket BEFORE any reimbursement is made from the state to assist with the purchase of equipment.  
She felt these two things may make it difficult for some markets to participate.  Holly noted that some 
markets are working with their local Chamber of Commerce or EDC and run the SNAP portion through 
their business name, etc.  and also, that helps with the up front or out of pocket costs.  Danielle and 
Jamie also noted that you need to have a market in an area where there is good cell coverage.  Jamie 
Good suggested Danielle write something up for the next newsletter in regards to her experience in 
setting up receipt of SNAP payments for her market. 
 
Ross suggested the board consider (possibly at its winter retreat) how we could offer a separate or 
additional grant to assist markets in getting set up or do more promoting of those markets that accept 
SNAP.  The state has the markets listed on its website and map of social security offices but it’s pretty 
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limited and not much more than a listing.  Ross suggested we could do more to advertise, spread the 
word, or promote the markets that work with SNAP.  Jamie Good suggested it may be possible to add 
some sort of icon to the North Dakota Local Food map online.  He stated he would look into it.  Ross 
and others thought that was a good idea.  
 

• Local Foods in North Dakota: Where does NDFMGA fit and how can we bring different groups together 
around our shared goals? – Ross Lockhart – a listing of those that responded to the request about 
which groups they were in was sent with the meeting information. – This item was tabled until the 
winter retreat proposed earlier in the meeting. 

• Conference planning and update for 2020 – Jamie Good 
Jamie noted that most of the issues at this point have revolved around finding a location.  Holding the 
conference in Grand Forks is out as the only venue large enough to house our conference is the Alerus 
and he was told that the Alerus is not willing to participate in using local foods in its dining offerings at 
all.  This is also true of the Grand Forks Ramada.  Jamie has been looking into Jamestown, however the 
Baymont in Mandan would like us back, they work well with our local foods, they are large enough to 
accommodate us, and they have February 28th and 29th, 2020 available.  They also offered up February 
26th and 27th, 2021.  Jamie suggested we may want to choose a single location and not try to move the 
conference around the state anymore to make planning easier. 
 
Danielle suggested letting Jamie do what he needs to do to make the arrangements.  Bonnie agreed.  
Mike thought that Mandan was fine in the past.  Ross noted a general consensus on moving forward 
with the Baymont for 2020.  Jamie will go ahead with it.  Bonnie asked if we would still work at a join 
conference with the ND Grape and Wine Association.  Jamie felt that yes, they NDGWA would still want 
to work with us. 
 

• Request for funding to ANONYMOUS DONOR – Ross Lockhart TABLE FOR LATER 

Motion:  

Second:  

New Business 

• Replacement Board Member – SE Region, candidates are Joe Sutherland of Dawson Faith Farms or 
Todd Ellig 
Holly read a short note from Joe Sutherland that introduced him to the group then gave a quick 
synopsis of her conversations with Mr. Ellig in regards to his experience as a board member and 
involvement with foods. 
Motion: Bonnie Munsch moved to appoint Joe Sutherland to the board to fill the vacant position 
created when Daniel Rugroden resigned from the board.   
Second: Mike Pretzer  
Motion Passed 
 

• Adding in to the new vendor grant or mini grant in 2020 or from here on out, that they must have read 

and understand the ND Cottage Food law – Holly  

Holly brought forward the suggestion that we add a stipulation (in 2020) to the new vendor grant and 

possibly to the mini grant that market managers and potential vendors must read and sign a paper that 

they understand the North Dakota cottage food law before we issue them a grant.  Bonnie Munsch 

thought this was a good idea.   Ross mentioned that he saw Bonnie’s point but would like to be 



 

 

cautious because we are not the police and it sounds like we have some part in writing or policing the 

law if we begin to make this type of statement.  It was decided that this topic be tabled until the 

winter retreat. 

 

• Sending out stickers/shelf talkers and how vendor members get listed (possibly table this discussion 

until a future date.)  Holly noted that in the past she had been directed to send out 10 rolls of stickers 

and 100 shelf talkers to each market when they renew their membership.  Admittedly, she has not 

been doing this – for postage and time reasons.  She asked what the board felt was the appropriate 

time and to whom to send out free stickers and shelf talkers.  The consensus was to send a roll of 

stickers and some shelf talkers out to each new vendor.  Holly will work on identifying an appropriate 

mailing container and postage so this can be standardized making the process quicker. 

 

Adjourn 

Motion: Mike Pretzer moved to adjourn 

Second: Bonnie Munsch seconded the motion 

Motion Passed 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:39 PM 


